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chase for near-term gain. This feeds a
dysfunctional interdependence that is
further aggravated by fundamental dis-
agreements stemming from different
world views and perspectives on the in-
dividual and the state.

We need to look closely at our no-
tions of self-interest in this relation-
ship, which vividly illustrates some of
the challenges associated with global
interdependence. But there are also op-
portunities that we need to grasp, Mr.
Speaker. The President recently
changed the way in which we talk
about the concept of national interest
in his State of the Union address, and
I agree with him. We should talk about
our national conscience in concert with
our national interest. The two are in-
separable. In conscience, we cannot say
that all is well with the U.S.-China re-
lationship.

We can hope for a better day. Hope-
fully, this meeting between the Presi-
dent and the new President of China
will bear lasting fruit which transcends
discussions about defense and econom-
ics, and looks to that which is fun-
damentally just and good for all peo-
ples of the world.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 48
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
0 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————
PRAYER

Reverend Dr. Thomas Elliott, Jr.,
Cannon United Methodist Church,
Snellville, Georgia, offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Gracious God, You are the hope and
end of all creation. Through Your love
and mercy, You give us life and free-
dom. You bless us with an abundance
of resources. You invite us to faith.

We thank You for Your presence and
pray that You will guide us in the work
You seek to accomplish.

Forgive us our indulgences and self-
ishness. Remove the prejudice, hatred,
and contempt that divide us. Govern
our thoughts with liberty and justice
for all. Make us mindful of the needs of
all peoples. Transform our economic
woes. Influence our decisions. Free us
from terrorism and war. Reveal Your
will to us.

Today, we pray for our Nation, our
President, and this Congress, the mili-
tary and citizens, the less fortunate
and peoples of the Earth.

Turn our hearts to You that we may
serve this day with compassion, jus-
tice, courage, and peace.
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In Jesus’ name.
Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Arizona (Mrs. KIRK-
PATRICK) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK led the Pledge
of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

WELCOMING REVEREND DR.
THOMAS ELLIOTT, JR.

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
WOODALL) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, it’s my
great pleasure this morning to intro-
duce my colleagues to Dr. Tom Elliott.
Not only is he our guest chaplain today
and the senior pastor at Cannon United
Methodist Church in Snellville, in my
district, he was also my youth minister
growing up in Decatur, Georgia. For
over 30 years, I’'ve known Tom.

He’s here today with his wife, Kelly.
He is surrounded in love by his daugh-
ter, Lucy, and his son, Thomas. He has
a love of the Lord, and that’s a love
that he shares in the pulpit on Sunday
morning, and a love that you can find
expressed in music at coffeehouses
around the district in his Wild at Heart
band nights during the week.

It’s my great pleasure to have Tom
with us today. I thank you for your
service to our community, Tom, and I
thank you for your service to the Lord.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
RIBBLE). The Chair will entertain 15
further requests for 1-minute speeches
on each side of the aisle.

———

THE RECENT SUPREME COURT
DECISION ON DNA COLLECTION

(Mr. MASSIE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MASSIE. I rise today in strong
opposition to the recent Supreme
Court decision in Maryland v. King. As
Justice Scalia warned in his brilliant
dissent, a consequence of this week’s
ruling is that your DNA can now ‘be
taken and entered into a national DNA
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database if you are ever arrested,
rightly or wrongly, or for whatever
reason.”

On the day I was sworn in, I pledged
that I would be a staunch defender of
individual liberties and of our Con-
stitution, an unwavering advocate for
freedom. This includes upholding the
Fourth Amendment to our Constitu-
tion that protects us against unreason-
able searches and seizures.

I strongly disagree with the five Jus-
tices in this case who held that DNA
collection is just ‘“‘another metric of
identification,” like ‘‘a name or a fin-
gerprint.” It is not. It’s an intrusive in-
vasion of privacy and property that
should never be allowed before a person
has even been tried, convicted, or
served a warrant.

As my Senate colleague TED CRUZ
warned, ‘‘unchecked government power
and intrusive personal databases . . .
pose real risks to our liberty.”

——

PAYCHECK FAIRNESS ACT

(Mrs. KIRKPATRICK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK. Mr. Speaker,
we are nearing the 50th anniversary of
the Equal Pay Act, yet too many
women continue to struggle. Too many
women still don’t receive equal pay for
equal work.

Fifty years after President Kennedy
signed the Equal Pay Act, women still
earn only 77 cents for every dollar
earned by men. That is not only wrong,
it’s bad for our economy.

Working families often rely on two
incomes, and more and more house-
holds have women as the primary
source of income. That means women’s
take-home pay must cover the rent,
the groceries, the doctor’s visits. And
when women succeed, our families suc-
ceed; so does our economy.

I was proud to cast my first vote in
Congress for the Lilly Ledbetter Fair
Pay Act, which restored women’s right
to challenge unfair pay in court, but
there’s more work to do. Over the past
50 years, the Equal Pay Act has never
been updated or strengthened. That’s
where the Paycheck Fairness Act
comes in. It strengthens and closes
loopholes in the law.

So let’s get this done and send an im-
portant message that work is work, no
matter who is doing it. Let’s pass the
Paycheck Fairness Act.

——————

AMERICANS DESERVE BETTER

(Mr. STEWART asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEWART. Mr. Speaker, I am
honored to represent the great State of
Utah and Salt Lake City. Forbes Maga-
zine recently rated Utah as the best
State in the Nation for business and
careers. Salt Lake City was recently
ranked as the best city in the country
for new graduates.
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